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SUB J : POSSIBLE GOB ACTION AGAINST BISHOP PEDRO CASALDALIGA 
REF: A) STATE 181706 B) BRASILIA 6497 

1 . CONGEN OFF SPOKE WITH MARIO SIMAS, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE 

JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION AND LAWYER FOR DOM PEDRO CASALDALIGA, 
AUGUST 8. HE STATED THAT THE CASE AGAINST DOM PEDRO APPEARS TO 
BE DORMANT JUST NOW BUT BELIEVES THAT GOB WILL FIND SOME WAY TO 
TURN THE PRESSURE ON AGAIN. SIMAS TOOK HEART FROM THE WARM REF- 
ERENCE TO DOM PEDRO IN OSSERVATORE ROMANO ABOUT A MONTH AGO, 
EVIDENCE OF VATICAN SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE ON THE CHURCH'S 
FRONT LINES. BUT HE ALSO NOTED THAT THE CHURCH HAS OPENED ITS 
OWN INVESTIGATION, HEADED BY A BISHOP, TO DETERMINE WHETHER DOM 
PEDRO IS A COMMUNIST. 

2. SIMAS WAS MORE CONCERNED ABOUT THE GOB PATTERN OF PRESSURE 
AGAINST THE CLERGY OF ALL RELIGIONS. HE CITED FATHER CAPUANO, 

WAYNE HOWARD NORTON (SEPTEL), (SWISS) FATHER ROMAIN, AND BRAZILIANS, 
FATHER BALDUINO AND THE BISHOP AND ARCHBISHOP OF BELEM. DOM 
PEDRO'S CASE WAS ONE MORE WITIN THIS PATTERN. SIMAS THOUGHT THAT 
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CERTAIN GROUPS WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT AND IN BUSINESS HAD DIRECT 
INTEREST IN LIMITING CHURCH ACTIVITY AMONG THE URBAN POOR AND 
FRONTIER SPUATTERS INVOLVED IN LAND DISPUTES. SINCE THE CHURCH 
ACTIVITY IN THESE AREAS WAS PORTRAYED AS ALLIED WITH SUBVERSIVE 
THREATS TO NATIONAL SECURITY, THE GOVERNMENT WAS PREDISPOSED TO 
INVESTIGATE. COMMENT: KEEPING PRESSURE UP AGAINST THE CLERGY 
SERVES SEVERAL OTHER POLITICA OBJECTIVES OF THE GOVERNMENT. IT 
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CREATES DOUBT ABOUT THE RELIABILITY OF THE CLERGY, UNDERCUTTING 
ITS STAND AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. IT ALSO CONTRIBUTES TO THE 
FEELING OF A NATIONAL SECURITY THREAT, TENDING TO JUSTIFY CON- 
TINUATION OF THE MILITARY IN POWER. 

3. SIMAS SAID THE GOB HAD FOCUSSED ON FOREIGN CLERGY BECAUSE IT 
HAD THE DESIRED SHOCK EFFECT ON CHURCH ACTIVITY WITHIN BRAZIL 

AND BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT SEEMED PREPARED TO TAKE ITS LUMPS WITH 
INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION. HE THOUGHT THE NATURAL LONGER 
TERM REACTION OF THE CHURCH WOULD BE TO PUT BRAZILIAN CLERGY 
INTO SENSITIVE AREAS. 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT: AS INDICATED IN BRASILIA 6497, EMBASSY IS 
PREPARING REPORT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN CHURCH-GOB RELATIONS. 

CHAPIN 
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